[Three pediatric cases of group A coxsackievirus-associated encephalitis/encephalopathy].
We report three pediatric cases of group A coxsackievirus-associated encephalitis/encephalopathy. A 4-year-old girl with coxsackievirus A6 infection presented with an exanthem on her upper body on the fourth day of fever. The following day, she developed an episode of convulsions, and subsequently experienced sudden cardiopulmonary arrest. A head computed tomography scan revealed severe brain edema. Two patients with neurological sequelae had initially presented with status epilepticus that required intravenous barbiturate treatment. Both cases had high-signal-intensity lesions on their diffusion-weighted brain magnetic resonance images. A 5-year-old girl with subcortical white matter lesions was diagnosed with acute encephalopathy with febrile convulsive status epilepticus, and a 2-year-old boy with bilateral hippocampal lesions was diagnosed with parainfectious limbic encephalitis. These findings indicate that group A coxsackievirus is a causative agent of pediatric encephalitis/encephalopathy; moreover, the prognosis may be poor in some cases.